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Stamford Health appreciates the opportunity to provide testimony in support of House Bill 
6616, An Act Concerning Expansion of Husky Health Benefits to Those Ineligible Due 
to Immigration Status. 
  
Stamford Health is a comprehensive, independent non-profit health care system that serves 
Lower Fairfield and Westchester counties. We employ more than 3,800 people, making us 
the largest employer in the city of Stamford and one of the largest in Fairfield County. 
Beyond the lifesaving care we provide 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, we contribute more 
than $1 billion to our state and local economy and provide more than $106 million in 
uncompensated care to the residents that need it most. We are committed to providing 
friendly, personal care coupled with the most sophisticated services to all residents of 
lower Fairfield County. 
  
House Bill 6616 would expand the state-funded Medicaid program that currently provides, 
regardless of immigration status, insurance coverage to income-eligible pregnant women 
while they are pregnant and for one year after birth, and children who enroll in this 
program by age 13. The bill would expand this program by making coverage available to 
children and youth up to age 21 beginning January 1, 2024, and to young adults under age 
26 six months later, beginning Jun3 1, 2024. 
 
Stamford Health supports this proposed Medicaid expansion. We know that access to 
primary care and preventive care is important for the health and wellbeing of individuals 
and families in our community. We also know that insurance coverage helps individuals 
avoid medical debt. An estimated 62,000 undocumented residents live in Lower Fairfield 
County and many reside in Stamford. We know hundreds of children are new arrivals 
entering the school system every year. These children, and their families, will benefit from 
connecting to health care.   
 
As an organization dedicated to the health and wellbeing of all members of our community, 
we urge the Human Services Committee to favorably report House Bill 6616. Thank you 
for consideration of our position.  
 


